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Our Mission
 Create books in limited editions – books that honor pre-industrial methods of  

production and that are capable of  stirring the heart by their beauty:

 Excellent typography

 Sensitively integrated artwork 

 All the elements – the texture of  the paper, the subtle impression of  letterpress, the 
binding and overall design – conveying a sense of  wholeness and rightness that 
quicken the heart

 Surveying the current range of  publications in the “contemporary book arts” 
domain, we perceive that, while there is abundant creativity and experimentation, 
the level of  craft in service to the text that the Plain Wrapper Press of  the 
1970s-1980s exemplified is less in evidence
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Our History
 As a teenager, I learned from master printer Gabriel Rummonds at the Plain 

Wrapper Press (PWP) in Verona, Italy (1973-1980). 

 By age 14, I had established my own press, the Stamperia Ponte Pietra, which 
published four limited editions (1976-1980). However, my career took a 
different direction.

 Four decades later, in 2021, I began exploring the possibility of  creating 
book editions in the tradition of  the PWP, which had ceased operation in 
1988. On Rummonds’ 90th birthday, I suggested a “Plain Wrapper Press 
Redux.”
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Original Plain Wrapper Press
 Gabriel Rummonds founded the original Plain Wrapper Press (PWP) in Quito, 

Ecuador, in 1966. 

 In 1967, Rummonds moved the PWP to New York City, where he first met the 
Verona-based handprinter Giovanni Mardersteig and he purchased a cast-iron 
Washington handpress. 

 In 1970, Rummonds moved his publishing venture to Verona, Italy, where he remained 
until 1982. 

 During this period in Verona, the PWP printed one of  the great treasures of  
Twentieth-century fine-press publishing: Siete Poemas Sajones/Seven Saxon Poems by Jorge 
Luis Borges with artwork by Arnaldo Pomodoro. Other editions featured texts by 
Anthony Burgess, Italo Calvino, John Cheever, Brendan Gill, and Dana Gioia. 
Illustrators included Antonio Frasconi, Fulvio Testa, and Joe Tilson. 

 In 1982, the PWP moved to Cottondale, Alabama, where it was eventually reborn as 
Ex Ophidia Press, and then ceased publishing in 1988.
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Our Team
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Our Team
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1.The Kallima Butterfly
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2. Declaration of Sentiments
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3. Uncle Umberto’s Orchard
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Coming in 2025-2026
 4. Pilgrims & Guests by Ruth Lilly Award-winner W.S. Di Piero (Stanford University 

Emeritus). Twelve poems, with three watercolors by Fulvio Testa. 16 pages. 32 x 22 cm. 
60 copies. The edition will be accompanied by a broadside that features the poem “The 
Practice Room” and a watercolor print drawn from the book. Title-page hand-lettering 
by Jerry Kelly. Typeface Optima. Somerset Book mould-made paper. Colophon signed by 
the author and by the artist.  

 5. CELLINI: Casting The Perseus/La fusione del Perseo by Benvenuto Cellini, with a new 
introduction by Professor Michael Cole of  Columbia University. Original Italian and in 
a new English translation by Gregory C. Richter, Ph.D. Photography by Guggenheim 
Fellow Robert Mahon. 46 pages. 29 x 20 cm. 60 copies, signed by the author of  the 
introduction and by the photographer. Typeface Poliphilus. Velké Losiny Prague 
handmade paper.  

 Both editions: Book design by Gabriel Rummonds and Sandy Tilcock. Printed on a 219 
Vandercook Press at Sandy Tilcock’s lone goose press in Bisbee, AZ. Archival prints 
produced at lone goose press. Handbound by Jace Graf  at Cloverleaf  Studio in Austin, 
TX. 
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Collections
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